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What'sin a Certiﬁcation?

The range of natural and organic seals, standards and certifying bodies for personal-care products
can be confusing, Here is the latest update on who they are and what they mean

By Mark Wutthe

Around the world, there are
a growing number of arganiza.
tions that seek to certify natural,
organic and’or sustainable prod-
ucts and processes. To date, there
are eight major organizations
with certification standards. Here
i% 4 thumbnatl guide to undes-
standing each organization and
its distinct standards.

NP&

wwwesaniio.ong
Cerlilicalien Type: Malural
MPA requires a minimram

of 85 porcenl natural arigin
fon ihwe “Wabural® standard.
Limited amounis of symbatics ane allowed.

It does mot hawe a standard for organic
catrlicalion,

Country of Origin: US4

Business Type: Non-Frofil. Membership
reuirad,

MNATRUE

WWPETalraa. g

Cartification Type: Matural,

Orgamic, and Matural with

erganic portion

MATRUE is a cosmetic standard thad requires
100 percand cerldsad pure nalwsd and darmed
nadural (nabural ongin) ingredients, “Crganic
cosmatics” guaramees al least 95 pecent of
the natural irggradiants siem fom connolled
orgaree production, "Matuat with organic
porlion” guaraniees al least 70 pancent of the
nadural ingrediania slem from arganic produc:
ticen, B eecludes water and el in caloulation
of nalural and peganie conlend. MATRUE has
an equialiancy agreement ¢ recegnifion wilh
MEFANE] 08,

Country of Origin: Be'gium

Business Type: Mon Prodi

ag oiganlo BpE Magasing | july 2o

SOIL ASSOCIATION 15500,
warvescllassecialion. ong -r? %.
Certification Type: %@iﬁ
Organic, and made with

Crganis ingredients '%ET

Scil Association is a standard for orgares and
made-wilh-anganic ingredisnbs. “Crganic®
must conlam af kast 95 pancenl ergarscally
produced ngredients. “Wade with Organic
Ingradusnts™ musl contain at leasi 70 per-
cend organsc ingredients. Limded amounis of
syrihatic presermadives and ingredents are
allowed I exchides waler in Gakouiation of
organic. condarnt.

Cowntry of Origin: UK

Business Type: Non-Fralil

HEF/ANS] 308

wiwnelong, waasdnaiog,
AW IR COUT
Certification Type: Contains
Organic

MSF AMS] 306 standard reguires 0 percent
organic mgredinls o comply waih the “con-
taines erganic” slandard, Limited smouris of
syrihatcs are allcwed, B eschudes water and
gall in calculstion of organic conland.
Country of Origin: LS4

Business Type: Nan-Frofil

Certification Type: Matural 5%%
and Matural/ Grganic

EccCert requires a mirimum of 85 percar
ratural ongin as & basalne aniry ord a
mrnimum of i paRrocang ﬂ'ﬁgnin cardernt for

the *Matwal™ standand, and a minenum of 10
percani arganic: cortent for the “Metusl £

NSE

ECOCERT

A arocerLoom

[.'Irﬂ.nr' " signdard. Up to fva parcar ufhum-

dienis can be synthalic. Limied synthetic pre-
sanmiivas ane alfowed. Water can be included
in s calculation of organic cardent.

Country of Origin: France

Business Type: For Profi

UsSDA NOP

WO HCATE Lol o
Certification Type: 100 pers
cent Srganic, Drganic, and
Made with Qrganic

USDa MOP s a foad standard far organic
and rmasde with ongamc ingredients. *100
parcent crganic” must camaln anly enganically
producad ingredisnts. *Crganic® must contain
al least 95 parcent organically produced
wgracearie. Wade with Organke Ingredieniz”
must contain at least 7O parcent organic
mgradears. Limited amounts of synibetcs

ara alowad in the "Crganic” ard “Made with
Cirganic™ standard. It eacludes waber and salt
 calcutabon of srganic conbent,

Country of Origin: US4

Busine=s Typa: Goremmanl

standand ""Eiraﬁ'.
W ML C OSITHIE - o

Cartification Type: Organic “'n ;u.-ﬂ;
and Natural COsSMOS
COSMOE is a cosmalbs ORGANIC
slandard for anganic ard

natural ngredients, "Osganic™ must confain
al ast 95 porcent arganically produced
mgradsaris, “Matural® may contain nadursl
orgares irgredionts, bul doos not allaw aclive
marhaling ¢f ciganic centan, Limited syribsat-
g ara allowed in the "Organa” and “Mahural®
slandard for some produc typas, Excludaos
mirsarale in caloulation of organc conlant.
Country of Origin: Brussals

Business Typa: Mon-Frodil

EDIH

wwwrebavhrong

Certificatbon Type: Matural
BOIH roquires 100 parcant
natural arigninolurs sentica™ bo
fain tha “natural® slandard, It does not have a
stsindard for nr@mir. catification,

Country of Origin: Samany

Business Type: For-Prafit. Membarship reg.




In addition to these longer established certification
organizations, two newer ones - Demeter and Oregon
Tilth - are noteworthy.

DEMETER USA
Certification Type: Blodynamic po
Demeter Association, Inc. is the United States’ tepre-
senlative of Demeter International whose mission is
to enable people to farm successhully in accordance
with Biodynamic® practices and prnciples. The CERTIFIED
Demeter Biodynamic® Farm Standard reflects the  gjopYNAMIC”
Biodynamic prnciple of the farm as a lnving organism:

seff-contaned, self-sustaming, following the cycles of nature. In order
for a farm to refer to iteelf as Biodynamic, # must have achieved certifi-
cation through Demeter by adhenng to the Demeter Farm Standard for
a minimum of theee years if conventionally farmed, or a minimum of one
year if organically farmed. The enline farm must be cesified, nol just a
portion of land within the farm. Demeter provides the legal definition of
BIODYNAMIC in the U.S. marketplace. In order for a commercial farm
or agncultural-based product to legally use the term in reference 1o its
farm or products, # must have obtamed certification through Demeter,
and be re-certified every year,

Country of Origin: Germany Business Type: Mot-for-Profit

OREGON TILTH

wwwlilth.org

Certification Type: Organic

Oregon Tith exists to support and promote biolog)-
cally sound and socially equitable agnculture through
education, research, advocacy. and certification, i
advocates susiainable approaches o agrcultural production sysiems
and processing, handling and marketing. Oregon Tilth's purpose 18 1o
educate gardeners, farmers, legislators, and the general public about
the need to develop and use sustainable growing practices thal pro-
mole soi health, conserve natural resources, and preven! environmen-
tal degradation while producing a clean and healthful food supply for
humanity. Oregon Tilth Certified Orgamc (OTCO) i an internationally
recognized symbol of organic integrity. OTCO provides a system that
binding contracts to protect the producers and buyers of organic prod-
ucts. it is now accredited to offer the NSF 305 standard for personal-
Country of Origin: USA Business Type: Non-profit

MARK WUTTKE heads Wuttke Growp, a buginess developmen|
consullancy for nalural, organic and sustainable spas and bouligues in
tha lumury market. He works with LOHAS, Green Spa Network and the
Matural Beauly Summit in the United States and Europe.

“Nature waniical ingredients are thoes ihal ave 100 percend daniical @ composion
i e couderaarts & malirs, bul anre chealed i the lzboralnty fo ensure sdabwily,
salely, and sustanatuliy. NMahwa-sdentcal subsfastes may only be used when nafural
sutistances cannol be reoovened from natune veng ressonahle fachwes affor,



